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EQAR’s Mission and Role

EHEA’s official register 

of quality assurance 

agencies that comply with 

the Standards and 

Guidelines for Quality 

Assurance in the EHEA 

(ESG): 56 agencies

10 Spanish QA agencies 

registered: ACCUA, 

ACCUEE, ACPUA, ACSUCYL, 

ANECA, ACSUG, AQU, AVAP, 

madri+d, Unibasq

Non-profit and 

independent

Acting in the public 

interest



Overview of the current landscape 

of micro credentials

The number of micro credentials, measured 

by number of courses at 6 main learning 

platforms, rose for more than 200% between 

2018 and 2022 (OECD, 2023)

Cedefop (2023) shows that variety of actors

such as public organisations, companies and 

employment services, offer programmes at 

higher education level

Employers surveyed (N=384) had a stronger 

preference for micro credentials offered by 

accredited providers (62%) and to the ones being 

offered as part of the national formal offer of 

education and training (48%) (Cedefop, 2023)

No comprehensive mapping on non traditional 



Overview of the current landscape of 

policies related to micro credentials 

(OECD, 2023)



Quality assurance of micro-

credentials: Scenarios in 

practice
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1. Design of programmes and Relevance

(for the learners, the labour market 

and the HEI) (ESG 1.2)

2. Clear communication about the 

learning outcomes, workload and 

assessment (ESG 1.2; ESG 1.3; ESG 1.8)

3. Consider flexible learning paths 

and modes (ESG 1.3)

The ESG and micro - credentials



4. Establish and use tools for 

monitoring progress and post completion; 

establish key performance indicators, 

profiles of student population,success, 

obstacles and career pathways (ESG 1.4; 

ESG 1.7) 

5. Periodic review of the successes of 

the programme (and change if needed) 

(ESG 1.9)

6. Adequate resources to assist 

learning (ESG 1.6)

The ESG and micro - credentials



DEQAR:

“quality at your fingertips”

➢Created in 2018

➢Enhance trust and transparency in the EHEA and 

responds to needs of different stakeholders

➢Easy access to external quality assurance (QA) 

reports (i.e. accreditations and evaluations)  

and decisions by EQAR-registered agencies (ONLY 

higher education)

➢Accreditations and evaluations uploaded by 

EQAR registered QA agencies (ES: ACCUA, ACCUEE, 

ACPUA, ACSUCYL, ANECA, ACSUG, AQU, AVAP, 

madri+d, Unibasq)

https://www.deqar.eu/

https://www.deqar.eu/


DEQAR Key Figures

April 

2024

Reports 99 289

HE Institutions

(at least 1 report) 4018

Higher Education 

Systems

(≥ 50% of HEIs)

24

Agencies 56



Spanish HEIs in DEQAR

April 2024

Reports 13 769 

(2nd highest after 

DE)

HE 

Institutions

(at least 1 

report)

810

Agencies 

(ES)

20



Information in DEQAR

Accreditations and evaluations of (programme level): 

a) Full degree programmes → Full (nationally) recognised degree

b) Micro-credentials and other → Not leading to a full (nationally) recognised degree, but at HE level



Definition of a micro-

credential in DEQAR

A study provision: 

a)  Consisted by a workload 

expressed in ECTS in the range of 1 

and 59 ECTS credits 

b) Related to EQF/ISCED level (5), 

6, 7 or 8 OR  QF EHEA level short, 

first, second, third cycle

c) Does not lead to a full 

(recognised) degree



DEQAR in practice



Symbols

Higher education institution

Alternative provider



Certification of a micro 

credential   



Connected with European 

Commission’s ESCO API



Main observations process

1. The micro-credentials usually bore up to 

30 ECTS.

But there are other various combinations 

between the

no. of ECTS – Full degree – Recognised 

degree



Main observations

2.   Micro-credentials can be tied to a 

QF level (reference – entry 

qualification)

3.   The use of terminology “diploma”, 

“bachelor”, “master” is not always 

protected via national legislation

(hence providers can utilise it for own 

purposes)

4. While different QA approaches exist,

the majority of evaluations were through 

QA on provider or programme level



Thank you 

Contact: 

Aleksandra.zhivkovikj@eqar.eu

mailto:Aleksandra.zhivkovikj@eqar.eu


Information on alternative 

providers

(Name of agency to be presented)



Certification of alternative 

providers


